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DEAR SUPPORTERS

For almost 32 years, the FSF has inspired people around the
world to be passionate about computer user freedom as an ethical
issue, and provided vital tools to make the world a better place.

Free "as in freedom" software, which grants everyone rights to
use, modify, study, and collaborate, is the most important of
those tools.

We've worked with an inspiring number of organizations to fight
for better policy when it comes to freedom on the Internet
and protection from bulk surveillance, but we need more than
good laws. We need the software powering our world to be
freedom-respecting by nature, from the ground up. This will
only happen if a critical mass of people demands it.

I'm frequently asked in interviews, "Do you really think free soft-
ware can win?" You'll read in the following pages, which cover our
work from October 12015, to September 30 2016, examples like
these of why | think it can:

LibrePlanet 2016 was our largest, most visible annual conference to-date;
our opening keynote Edward Snowden highlighted the critical role free
software plays in government accountability, and urged people to become
members of the FSF.

We drove free software development by sponsoring over 400 GNU
packages, as well as other critical projects like Replicant, the fully
free mobile operating system.

We fought for freedom on the Web, and loudly oppose erosions of that
freedom, like the inclusion of Digital Restrictions Management in HTML5.

Charity Navigator gave the FSF its highest rating — four stars —
with an overall score of 99.57/100 and a perfect 100 in the
Accountability and Transparency category. They chose us, out of
8,000 charities, for their all-purpose list of "10 Charities Worth
Watching," demonstrating significant progress toward making
user freedom an issue of general, widespread importance. These
accolades reflect the hard work of our small, dedicated team, and
show that supporters are right to invest their dollars and time in
the FSF.

More people and businesses are using free software than ever
before. That's big news, but our most important measure of
success is support for the ideals. In that area, we have momentum
on our side, but also much more to do.

Thank you for all you've done to bring this issue the prominence it
must achieve if humans are to be free in a world experienced
through software. Because of your donations, work, and support,
we can dedicate our time to building the tools freedom still needs,
and inspiring others to follow your lead. Thank you for standing
with us and giving as much as you can.

Yours in freedom.

bl fp b

John Sullivan
Executive Director

OUR MISSION
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The Free Software Foundation (FSF) is a nonprofit with a worldwide mission to promote

computer user freedom. We defend the rights of all software users.

As our society grows more dependent on technology, the software we run is of critical
importance to securing the future of a free society. Free software is free as in freedom. It's
about having control over the technology we use, where computers work for our individual
and communal benefit, not for companies or governments who might seek to restrict or

monitor us.

The Free Software Definition:

Free software means software that respects users' freedom and community.
It means that the users have the freedom to run, copy, distribute, study, change and
improve the software. Thus, free software is a matter of liberty, not price.

With these freedoms, users (both individually and collectively) control the program and
what it does for them. When users don't control the program, the nonfree program
controls the users and the developer controls the program; this makes the program an

instrument of unjust power.

111,000
subscribers

FREE SOCIETY

run distribute

THE FREEDOM TO
RUN THE PROGRAM AS
YOU WISH, FOR
ANY PURPOSE

THE FREEDOM TO
DISTRIBUTE COPIES

Share OF YOUR MODIFIED

VERSIONS TO OTHERS

THE FREEDOM TO STUDY
HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS,
AND CHANGE IT SO IT
DOES YOUR COMPUTING

s vou sy / redistribute

THE FREEDOM TO
REDISTRIBUTE COPIES
S0 YOU CAN HELP
YOUR NEIGHBOR

$1.3M budget
(81% to programs)

FY2016 AT A GLANCE



The Tech team at the FSF maintains services that are
used by millions across the globe. In addition to
providing all the in-house infrastructure for operations
and programs, the team also supports the GNU Project,
a three-decade effort that created the world's first

complete free software operating system.

The FSF provides:
funding, software maintenance, hosting services, and
full email, shell, and mailing list services in support of

GNU and other free software development.

Technical Infrastructure e

1 million

unique visitors each month on average
to www.gnu.org

2016

FY2016
At A
Glance
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THE FREE OPEN SOFTWARE RADIO ECOSYSTEM
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Replicant

Volunteer Spotlight

In the last fiscal year the FSF
continued to sponsor critical
free software projects like:

Andrew Engelbrecht, a long-time volunteer at the FSF, has helped out
at the office, at events, and with the Tech team over the past 5+ years.
He gained experience with networking, server building, hardware

testing, and service configuration.

GNU Octave
January 2017 Update:

GNUstep Andrew interviewed, and was hired for, the Web Developer position.
Welcome aboard, Andrew!

mediagoblin

THE FSF'S EFFORTS ARE MADE POSSIBLE BY OVER
AROUND THE WORLD

FOR A LONG TIME, IT WASN'T
POSSIBLE TO OPERATE A MOBILE
PHONE USING FREE SOFTWARE,

EVEN THOUGH THAT IS ONE OF THE
AREAS OF COMPUTING WHERE THE MOST
IMPORTANT ISSUES ARE AT STAKE.
REPLICANT IS A FREE ANDROID DERIVATIVE,
WHILE OTHER ANDROID VERSIONS USUALLY
REQUIRE NONFREE COMPONENTS TO ACTUALLY
RUN ON PHONES. WE EXPECT THAT HAVING
OUR PROJECT SUPPORTED BY THE FREE
SOFTWARE FOUNDATION'S FUNDRAISING

Contribute to GNU projects
Start local LibrePlanet groups
Volunteer at special events |
Help with tasks at the FSF office V N

We're developing GNU MediaGoblin because

Intern for the tech, licensing, or campaigns team we believe user freedom is important,

PROGRAM WILL GREATLY HELP
THE PROJECT, PARTICULARLY BY
ENABLING US TO BUILD
SUPPORT FOR MORE PHONES.

Your participation is appreciated and critical to the

success of the free software movement.

March 2017 Update:

l'lv ’u

especially in the Web. More and more users
are becoming trapped by proprietary, centralized
media publishing systems where problems 1ike
automated censorship are becoming serious.

We believe in the vision of the decentralized web as a
mechanism to empower people, and we want to bring that
web back! We're proud to be teaming up the
Free Software Foundation in the fight to
put power back into the hands of users.

We've done a Tot of good already, but we
need your help to make this federated

future a reality!
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Fiscal Year 2016 was a busy year for our Campaigns team and its
unique blend of online advocacy, direct action organizing, resource sharing, and
community building.

The FSF's Campaigns efforts, supported by free software activists worldwide, ranged from
local on-the-ground protests to national-level policy activism, reaching hundreds of
thousands of people each month.

FIGHTING FOR FREE SOFTWARE

Over the summer, the FSF joined with partners in a successful campaign to pressure
European regulators into creating stronger net neutrality rules. On the US federal level, we
were able to submit public commentary on the US Federal Source Code Policy, which resulted
in free software being added to the policy text.

The FSF also mobilized community action against the US Supreme Court's approval of
amendments to Rule 41 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, which would mean an
unprecedented and dangerous expansion of government cracking authority.

Over the last fiscal year, staff worked with RMS and community members to launch Ethical
Criteria for code-hosting repositories and a set of evaluations of major code-hosting sites.

Campaigns Manager Zak Rogoff also spoke on Al Jazeera about user freedom and the Internet
of Things. And, the number of subscribers to our monthly Free Software Supporter newsletter
grew from under 100,000 at the beginning of the fiscal year to over 116,000 by the end

— Thanks for reading!



2016 RB_SOIII’GBS for FSF on the Weh: Average Monthly Unique Visitors
Digital Freedom

The FSF Campaigns team continued offering (D fsf. org O)
various online resources to protect user freedom defectivebvdesign.or )
and promote digital rights. A new version of the 7& y g g8 O
Email Self-Defense Guide launched, in multiple ( libreplanet.org O)
languages, seeing 18,000 unique visitors in 40 000
January 2016. (‘@ media.libreplanet.org Q)

The annual Ethical Tech Giving Guide, providing 1 1 000 ('a ema'lselfdefense'fo'org O)
alternatives to proprietary technology and hardware ] ’
gifts, featured its first smartphone
(running Replicant). This resource was

FIGHTING FOR X
FREE SOFTWARE A

The FSF continued to Tead the fight against
Digital Restrictions Management (DRM)
as one of the most vigilant defenders
of user freedom. In addition to the
International Day Against DRM in May, we
organized the first-ever in-person protest
at the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C)
in Cambridge, MA, with allies
organizing another protest at a

Ten t/’) Ar]r]ua 7 _[DAD W3C meeting in Portugal.

Last May, the International Day Against DRM celebrated
its tenth anniversary with an updated Web presence,
a post by Cory Doctorow in The Guardian, and a record

17 participating organizations
and 10 events around the world!

No DRM iy HTMLY

Even dogs understand
that this would pe
a bad thing,

ia Extensions
W3C: reject Encrypted Med
and safeguard a Web that puts users first.
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e WATCHED “'fvmﬂ g‘fm



The FSF is proud to lead the free software movement and to fight for user freedom.

Bu i I d i “g a “ d Susta i “ i ng th e Our successes are driven by, and in service of, the community.

Our annual LibrePlanet conference was one of the most successful ever.

Free SOftwa re co m m u n ity We also produced a "What is your free software story" video showcasing the community's

different backgrounds and experiences, all brought together by the free software movement.
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MEMBERS AROUND THE WORLD

Argentina Cuba Iceland Mexico Singapore

Australia Cyprus India Monaco Slovakia

Austria Czech Republic Indonesia Netherlands Slovenia

Bahamas Denmark Ireland New Zealand  South Africa
Bangladesh  Dominican Isle of Man Norway Spain

Belarus Republic Israel Pakistan Sri Lanka

Belgium Ecuador Italy Panama Sweden

Brazil El Salvador Japan Peru Switzerland

Brunei Estonia Kazakhstan Philippines Taiwan

Bulgaria Finland South Korea Poland Thailand

Cambodia France Kuwait Portugal Turkey

Canada French Polynesia  Latvia Qatar Ukraine

Chile Germany Lithuania Reunion United Arab Emirates
China Greece Luxembourg ~ Romania United Kingdom
Colombia Guatemala Malaysia Russia United States

Costa Rica Hong Kong Malta Serbia and Uruguay

Croatia Hungary Mauritius Montenegro Venezuela Your Free software Movement Is As Strnng As Ever

Did You Know?

The FSF makes our Boston office available to
the community as a free resource.

Local groups have their monthly meetings
at the FSF after work, including the Boston
CiviCRM and Emacs meetups.

COMMUNITY BUILDING




LibrePlanet is the FSF's annual free software conference, attended by developers, policy experts,
activists, students, and users who care about the intersection of technology and digital freedom.

The two-day event regularly sees hundreds of attendees and thousands viewing online, and it is
one of the only technology conferences to run its infrastructure entirely on free software.
Once again co-hosted with Massachusetts Institute of Technology's (MIT) Student Information

Processing Board, LibrePlanet 2016 was held on March 19th and 20th at the MIT Stata Center.

DAY-1

The conference kicked off with a rous-
ing live video conversation between
Edward Snowden and the American Civil
Liberties Union's Daniel Kahn Gillmor
(using secure free software), followed
by sessions on free software in education,
hardware reverse engineering, and High
Priority Projects.

The first evening ended with the annual
Free Software Awards.

DAY.2

Day 2 featured an opening keynote by
Allison Randal, sessions about digital
security and licensing compliance,
lightning talks, and a closing keynote
by Karen Sandler.

45 volunteers

9 travel

\——— scholarships
Q\M

—_——

@ ) Q
58 speakers F ?
41 sessions R

372 in-person
attendees, 1,000s more
viewing online

1,400 cups of coffee
400 bagels

LP2016 By The Numbers

Free Software Awards

Each year at LibrePlanet, the FSF presents two awards
recognizing important contributions in free software.

The Award for the Advancement of Free Software is given
annually to an individual who has made a great contribu-
tion to the progress and development of free software,
through activities that accord with the spirit of free
software. At LibrePlanet 2016, the award was presented to
Werner Koch, the founder and driving force behind GnuPG.
GnuPG is the de facto tool for encrypted communication.

The Award for Projects of Social Benefit is presented to a
project or team responsible for applying free software, or
the ideas of the free software movement, in a project that
intentionally and significantly benefits society in other
aspects of life.

2016

This award stresses the use of free software in the service of
humanity. The award was given to the Library Freedom
Project, a partnership among librarians, technologists,
attorneys, and privacy advocates which aims to make real
the promise of intellectual freedom in libraries.

By teaching librarians about surveillance threats, privacy
rights and responsibilities, and digital tools to stop
surveillance, the project hopes to create a privacy-centric
paradigm shift in libraries and the local communities
they serve. Notably, the project helps libraries launch
Tor exit nodes.







LICENSING & .

COMPLIANCE

LICENSING

The FSF's Licensing & Compliance Lab serves as a key
pillar in supporting free software, enabling the GNU
General Public License (GPL) and other legal tools to
protect user freedom. We hold copyright on much of the
GNU operating system, and each year hundreds of
software developers and corporations assign copyright
to the FSF. We defend and enforce these copyrights
against companies who try to deprive users of freedoms
they are due, and we publish licenses, including the GPL,
the most widely used free software license, and the only
one written with the express purpose of promoting and
preserving software freedom. The FSF also shares its
expertise and builds community capacity by offering
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) credit-qualified train-
ings to legal and technology professionals and students.

In the last fiscal year, the Licensing & Compliance team
continued fighting against the Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP) alongside ally organizations and rallied public
responses to improve proposed US Department of
Education regulations on the licensing of grant-funded
works. And, we began accepting digital signatures
(such as GPG) from contributors in Italy, with more
countries to follow.

2016 ANNUAL REPORT 'ﬁ

1.7 million
visitors to the
Free Software Directory

860 licensing
questions from the

community answered FY2016
325 oy Licensing &

assignments :
and disclaimers

Compliance
At A Glance

30
reports of
violations investigated

The FSF's Respects Your Freedom computer hardware
product certification program encourages the creation
and sale of hardware that will do as much as possible to
respect your freedom and your privacy, and will ensure
that you have control over your device.

5

There are currently half a dozen companies who applied
for, and received, RYF certification for products including
3D printers, routers, and laptops.

S

This past fiscal year, the FSF was able to certify the Aleph
Objects Lulzbot TAZ 6 3D printer and ThinkPenguin Mini
Wireless router.

,/—(®) The Free Software Directory is an online catalog of useful free software that
runs under free operating systems (currently featuring 15,000 projects).
Each entry in the Directory contains a wealth of useful information, from
basic category and descriptions to version control, IRC channels, and

documentation. Licenses are also verified for each and every program listed in
this directory. We also warn about software with antifeatures.

,/—(®) The Directory is maintained by the community;
volunteers can join weekly IRC working meetings to help out —
see https://www.fsf.org/blogs/directory/ for more information.







CENTRAL AMERICA EUROPE NORTH
MEXICO | Guadalajara, Jalisco L SPAIN BELGIUM GERMANY Quebec, Canada
Chapingo | Huajuapan de Leon Meknes Bhopal Alicante Bruxelles Frankfurt Fresno, CA,
Ciudad Madero | Mexico City Tangiers Delhi Barcelona | Gent SWEDEN Oakdale, CA
Ciudad Mante | Texcoco de Mora Roorkee Madrid Ixelles Ostersund Lake Buena Vista, FL
Cuautitlan lzcalli | Zacatecas Santa Coloma NETHERLANDS Stockholm Boston., MA
de Gramenet Cambridge, MA
. Amsterdam
Valencia Utrecht ITALY Rochester, Ml
ERANCE Monza Corning, NY
SWITZERLAND
Angers TURKEY Ithaca, NY
Choisy-le-Roi | Bern Istanbul New York, NY
Nantes | Fribourg Kent, OH
CONFERENCES ATTENDED BY FSF Nevers | Sierre GREECE Pittsburgh, PA
Paris Zurich Athens Seattle, WA

RMS EVENTS AROUND THE WORLD

2016

conferences
volunteers

FSF ATTENDED
WITH THE HELP OF







LEADERSHIP

RICHARD M. STALLMAN
President

JOHN HSIEH
Deputy Director

OHN SULLIVAN
xecutive Director

President

Professor of Electrical Engineering
and Computer Science at MIT

Principal Security Engineer at
CoreOS

Assistant Professor of
Communication,
University of Washington

Senior Software Developer
at Accuweather

President of the Software
Freedom Conservancy

Founder of CivicActions

Professor of
Electrical Engineering at MIT

KAT WALSH
Legal Counsel at BlockStream

JASIMIN HUANG
Business Operations
Manager

OPERATIONS

JEANNE RASATA
Assistant to
the President

MATT LAVALLEE
Operations Assistant

2016







FINANCIALS -

r CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 56,885
ASSETS @ STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES @ v 19
) 5 E

1,191,479

BEGINNING
OF THE YEAR

END OF
THE YEAR

INDIVIDUAL
CONTRIBUTIONS

1,012,933 ' ' REVENUE
SUPPORT

@I 1,380,101 ——EIEMTAETSAN 1,380,101 —@ OPERATING

INTEREST
OTHER INCOME

TOTAL
INVESTMENTS REVENUE

EXPENSES
Charity Navigator,
an organization that A | CONTRIBUTIONS A 1 101 052
Syt s A | e o

2 o NET ASSETS
transparency, and % ‘ I_IAB"_ITI ES REVENUE A 1 0 5 1 1 7
NET ASSETS A INVESTMENTS MANAGEMENT ADMINISTRATIVE

results of over 8,000 ACCRUED N ET ASSETS
nonprofits, has assigned ACCRUED PAYROLL QTT:E:?;COME A 1 0 2 578
the FSF its top rating of EXPENSES FUNDRA'S|NG

e 41,304

1,308,741
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OUR DONORS @@

This list includes our
patrons, in-kind supporters,

Patrons & In-Kind Supporters ) and those who receive
- ThankGNUs for donations

totaling over $500 in a year.
The FSF appreciates and
thanks the thousands of
individual donors, members,
and corporate patrons across
the world who make our
work possible.

TowardEX Tuxera, Inc. |BM
Markley Group I Io Google A“deo, Inc.
gala . .=~ Hewlett Packard
Alibaba urseziers (Université Montpellier 2)
The Linux Foundation BaclkConnect Bytemark Hosting

CivicActions

Bibliotek Systemer



2016 ANNUAL REPORT ﬁ

SWSSPR OUR DONORS 4@

THANKGNUS

Aleph Objects, Inc ® Martynas Andrisiunas ® David Ayers ® Bruce Baumgart ® Jean-Francois Blavier
Scott Boughton e Riclcand Betsy Bronson @ Colin Carr ® Antonio Carzaniga e Deke Clinger
Jason Compton e Eric Cooper ® Ken Cotton e )eff Crane e David Crossland in honor of Mr. Francesco Vianello
Rob and Bonnie Cuthbert e James Fitzgerald o Catilin Francu e Ashley Fryer ® René Genz e Daniel Kahn Gillmor
John Gilmore e Detlef Cirke ® Gordon Crowe Associates ® Julian Graham e Jonathan Howell
Huisking Foundation e Innovo Foundation ® International Society for the Advancement of Software Education
IUT Béziers (Université Montpellier 2) ® Stephen Ippolito ® Kahle/Austin Foundation ® Donald and Jill Knuth
Krishna Kunchithapadam e Vinod Kurup ® Maximilian Machedon @ James McConville ® Russell McManus
Eben Moglen e Pariksheet Nanda e Terence O'Gorman @ Opus Qua Foundation @ Luiz Paternostro e Allison Randal
Daniel Riek in memory of Thomas Uhl e Peter Roclc @ Luis Rodriguez ® Leah Rowe e Inouye Satoru
Savoir-faire Linux in memory of Mr. lan Murdock e Skowronski Family Foundation e Steve Sprang e Anthony Stieber
Ben Sturmfels ® julie and Gerald Sussman e Zachary Tatum e Michael and Amy Tiemann ® Puduvankunnil Udayakumar

VOOQAL USA Philanthropy e Jeff Weston ® James Wilson e Allen Wittenauer

Alipes Inc. @ Paul Allen in honor of Mr. Aaron Swartz e liaki Arenaza e AskApache e Matthieu Aubry
Justin Baugh e Alan Beadle e Fil Bergamo e Charles Birk ® Alexandre BLANC @ Nathan Boy
Wade Brainerd e Daniel Broennimann @ Shawn C [aka citypw] e Open Invention Network
Michael Cavanaugh e Alison Chaiken e Dennis Clarke in memory of Mr. lan Murdock
Mikaél Cluseau e Aaron Conole e Judicaél Courant e Donald Craig e Stefano DilLuca e Robert Dionne
Terrance Druggan e Paul Eggert @ Stephen Eichblatt e Sudheera Fernando e Edward Flick e Matteo Frigo
Lyle Frost e Orlando Garcia @ S.Gilles @ Arthur Gleckler ® Neil Gower e Nicholas Grandy e Elyse Grasso
Aaron Grothe @ Sabahattin Gucukoglu e Stefan Gustavson e Sam Halliday e David Hampton
Douglas Hauge e Matthias Herrmann e Daniel Hoodin e Clifford Ireland e JacobsParts Inc. @ Martin Jansche
David Johnson e Kurt Bruno Friedrich Jungbluth @ Brian Kemp e Alvin Khaled @ David Klann
Evan Klitzke ® Adam Klotblixt ® Warren Knight @ Martin Krafft @ Nilkolay Ksenev @ Mario Lardieri
Lee & Heidi Newberg Fund e Lawrence Lessig @ Mirko Luedde @ William McBee Jr.

Stefan Alexander Maric Meng e lloilo M. Jones e David Moews @ Doyle Myers @ Mark Nagel @ Johan Nestaas
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THANKGNUS

Mohan Noone @ Wolfgang Oclker e Philippe Ombredanne in memory of Mr. lan Murdock
Hemant Patel in memory of Mrs. Pravinaben Patel @ Marcus Pemer @ Donnie Pennington @ Roland Pesch

Ben Pfaff ® James Planl e Tobias Platen @ Valerio Poggi ® David Potter ® Ed Price

Norman Richards ® Michael Sartain ® Alian Schneble ® Minoru Sekine ® Richard Shao

Brett Smith @ Christian Sperr ® Trevor Spiteri ® Ben Steinberg ® Blue Systems @ Felipe Tonello
Dennis Tokarski ® Michael Tria ® David Turner ® Rui Ueyama @® Dean Ujihara
David Updegraff e jelte van der Hoelc @ Allesandro Vesely ® Tiago Vieira ® Kat Walsh @ Philipp Weis

Eric West ® Orlando Wingbrant e Phillips Wolf @ Gregg Woodcock ® Frank Wojcik
Xalgorithms Foundation e Hiroo Yamagata ® Marinos Yannikos ® Adam Van Ymeren

Andrew Zapenas @ Stanley Zisk




