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SWITZERLAND

Figure: Switzerland 1
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ELECTIONS

National Council
200 members
Representatives of the people

Council of States
46 members
representatives of the cantons
2 seats per canton
1 seat per half-canton



FREEDOMVOTE
Online election assistance with 16 questions on digital freedom, network
policy and free access to information.

Figure: Spider



HISTORY
2011 – AskYourCandidates

political party survey
one page, all answers

2015 - First idea at FOSDEM - Bruxelles
Simon Wächter (FSFE)
Lioh Moeller (FSFE)
Nicolas Christener (Adfinis SyGroup AG)

2015 - First roll-out
Swiss Federal Elections

2017 - Freedomvote Netherlands
2018 - Cantonal elections Bern and Zurich
2019 - Swiss Federal Elections



ORGANISATIONS

Project Management
Questions, Translations

Programming, Hosting

Support



THEMES

Data protection
Net neutrality
Open access
Open data
Open education
Open government
FOSS (Free/Open Source Software)
Surveillance
Copyright



PROJECT MANAGEMENT
Project Manager: Michel Ketterle (FSFE Localgroup ZH)

1 year before elections:
Topics, question catalog
Translations (DE/FR/IT/EN)
Software adaptations

4 months before elections: Contact with political parties
2 months before elections: Reminder to political parties
1 month before elections: Press release
Elections 20. October 2019
Debriefing



QUESTIONNAIRE



PROFILE



LISTING



LISTING



DIFFERENCES TO OTHER PLATFORMS
Focus on digital topics

Smartvote: 2 questions (5G and Uber)
Vimentis: 1 question about cyber security

Complement to other platforms
Counter positions to the questions

Data protection:
Should the state retain sovereignty over
personal data in e-government solutions,
such as electronic identity (E-ID)?

(contrary: should private providers
manage electronic identities?)

Free implementation
https://github.com/freedomvote

Foreseen to have replies as Open Data



RESPONSE DISTRIBUTION:
LITTLE CONTROVERSY

OPEN EDUCATION

Should all publicly financed
teaching materials (e.g. SRF school
television) be accessible digitally
and free of charge under a free
license?

(Contrary: All institutions create or
buy their own teaching materials.)



RESPONSE DISTRIBUTION:
HIGHLY CONTROVERSIAL

OPEN GOVERNMENT

Should the public sector sell its own
software developments under
license?

(Contrary: available for free,
provide it for anyone interested or
not publish.)



DIFFICULTIES

Topics
Actuality
Controversy, differentiated answers
Comprehensibility of questions
Explanations, counterarguments
A “no” can go in 2 directions
Contact to political parties
Response rate



NUMBERS

2015 2019
3’788 candidates 4’645 candidates
Freedomvote: 85 (2.24%) Freedomvote: 180 (3.875%)

18 elected in national council (10%)
1’100 unique visitors 2’100 unique visitors

labor: ≈100 work-hours
project management only: ≈ 50 work-hours

Media contacts:
2 (Librezoom, Swiss Radio)
no major newspapers, 2 IT magazines
1 presentation, Karl der Grosse



4 Freedoms
0 Freedom to run it for any election in your country
1 Freedom to change the questions as you wish
2 Freedom to help your neighbor to choose his candidates wisely
3 Freedom to distribute it to other countries

It is Free Software...
...please use it and spread the word!
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